Backdrop Plus

Memory Management and a Custom Backdrop for the Newton OS
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Welcome and Registration Stand Alone, Inc.
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11

1.2

Welcome and
Registration

Welcome

Welcome to Backdrop Plus, a memory manager and backdrop for the Newton OS.
Backdrop Plus is an application that replaces the NotePad as the standard Newton
OS backdrop, using less heap than the standard NotePad.

Included in this archive are the following packages:

Backdrop Plus.pkg
This is the software package that you need to install on
your Newton.

Backdrop Plus.pdf
This is the users’ manual for Backdrop Plus. You are reading it right now.

Backdrop Plus.txt

This is the text only version of the manual. If at all posible, use the pdf ver

sion of the manual, as it has layout and graphics that cannot be included in the
text version. The pdf format is viewed using AdbBerobat Readé

which can be obtained free of charge at www.adobe.com.

SAStuff.txt
A list of all of the software available from Stand Alone Inc.

Registering ButtonBar Plus

The Backdrop Plus Demo will work for a 30 day trial period. At the end of the 30
Days, it will stop working. To avert this tragedy, you need to get in touch with
Stand Alone, Inc. to register your software. You can register with us by several
different methods.

You will need to include the following information, no matter how you choose to
register. Most importantly, you need to include your name EXACTLY as itis
entered in your Newton, including spaces. We use this to generate your password,
So it must be precise. You need to specify which programs you wish to register,
and include payment for each of them. We accept Visa, Mastercard, and American
Express. If you are using normal mail, you can send us a check as well. Make sure
to include your card number, the expiration date, and what type of card you are
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1.3

13.1

13.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

using. You also need to give us a way to get in touch with you. Email is the pre-
ferred way, followed by your address and phone number. An Email address is not
strictly necessary, but it will result in much faster service.

For instant gratification, register by phone, and pay using Visa or Mastercard. To
do so, call (773) 477-2492 and we will give you a password right over the phone.

Alternatively, you can send us a check for $25 to the address below.

You can also Email us one of several ways. The application has a Register section
under the[i] button, tap on that to open up a registration slip. If you fill out that
slip, and have an Email client on your Newton, it will automatically Email us and
we will send you a registration code. You can also just Email us the relevant
information from your Newton or a desktop machine, and we’ll send you a code. If
you are registering through Compuserve, use GO SWREG # 9566.

Once you register, you will receive a password from us. There is an option to Enter
Password under t@ menu. Tap on it to bring up a screen that has a space to

enter the password. When the password is entered, you will receive a message
confirming the entry. Backdrop Plus is now registered and ready to go.

Contacting Stand Alone, Inc.

There are several ways to get in touch with us here at Stand Alone. Email is the
preferred form of communication, but whatever works for you is fine. If you have
any guestions, comments, suggestions or compliments, please don't hesitate to
contact us through any of the methods listed below.

Business Hours
Stand Alone is open from 9 AM to 9 PM Monday to Friday, and 10 AM to 4 PM
Saturday and Sunday. These hours are CST and GMT -5.

Email:
internet: info@standalone.com
AOL: Std Alone

CompuServe: 76342,3057

Phone:

\oice: (773) 477-2492
Fax: (773) 477-2579
Regular Mail:

Stand Alone

3171 N. Hudson, Suite 1
Chicago, IL, 60657, USA
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1.3.4  World Wide Web:
http://www.standalone.com
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Installation

The first thing that you need to do to get your software up and running is to install
it on your Newton. To do this, you need to have Newton Backup Utility, or New-
ton Connection Utilities, set up to talk to your Newton. If you have problems with
this part of the installation, please contact consult the documentation that came
with your Newton. Once Newton Backup Utility is set up, just follow the steps
listed below to for each of the packages you wish to install.

1. Open the Newton Backup UtiIi&, or Newton Connection Utilities

E' on your Desktop machine.

2. On your Newton, go to the Extras Dra@ and tap the Connection icon

. The connection icon could also be found on the ButtonBar.

3. Once the Newton Backup Utility has loaded on your desktop machine, make
sure your cables are connected and tafConnect] button on your Newton.

4. For each of the packages you wish to install, do the following:

* Tap the Install Package button in the Newton Backup

Utility

» Go to the folder where your packages are, and select the desired package.

* Click on the “Install” button
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3.1

3.2

Installation
and Memory
Management

Special Installation Instruction

BackdropPlusprovidesacustombackdropforyourMessagePad. Tousett,you
mustinstall Backdrop Plusonthe internalmemory ofyourMessagePad. Itis
importanttosavetintotheintemalmemory, otherwise, itwil notwork correctly.
Onceinstalled, awindowappearsaskingifyouwantBackdrop Plustobethe
backdropappilication. Tap Make Backdrop'todosethe NotePadandstartBack-
dropPlusasyournewbackdropapplication. ifyoueverneedtochangethe
backdropapplicationorremove Backdrop Plus, youhavetwooptions. Onewayto
doitistoopenyour Extrasdrawer, selectthe Notesicon,and holduntilyouheara
squeak. Thentaptheactionbuttonenvelopeatthebattomightofthescreenand
select“Make Backdrop.” Backdrop Plusnowappearsinthe Extras Drawer, ikea
nomalicon.Anotherway tobeamordelete Backdrop Plusisthroughthe (i)
menu,asisdetaledinsections4.14.6and4.14.7.

Memory Management

ANewton'sheapistheequivalentofaDeskiopmachinesRAM. Heapisusedby
appicationswhentheyareinstalledandwhentheyrun.Whenanapplicationis
installedonyourNewton, itconsumesasmalamountofheap. VWWhenthe NotePad
isusedasthe backdropforyourNewton, itconsumesheapaswell. WWhen Back-
dropPlusisusedasthebackdrop, itsavesanaverage of8kandupto 15klessheap
thenthestandardNotePad, whichleavesyouwithmorememoaryfortherestof
yourNewton'sfunctions. Formoreinformationonmemorymanagement, see
section4.3, orthe Stand Alone FAQ Sheet, whichisfoundat
wwwistandalone.com.
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4 Features of
Backdrop Plus

TheBackdropPlusscreencontainsawealthofinformation. All ofitsfeaturesare

outinedbelow.
DeteandTime Heep
BatteryLevel
ArtWork
2105at 26 21.22k
Stand Alone Inc.
; ) Johin Ball
T73 4??-2492\
BackightToggle Owner'sinfo
\VolumeContrdl
Savelntemally
o
QuickNote Y
., = @ B
InfoButon — ﬂ (@)62) e
\ Applicationicons
(TheDaock)
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4.1 Battery Level
Showsthepowerlettinyourbattery.
4.2  Owner’s Info
Backdrop Plusdisplaysyourownersiniohere. The @bultonmenu’spersonal
Infooptionletsyoueditthisinformation. Formore details, please see section
4144.
4.3 Heap Level
BackdropPlus Showsunusedheaphere. Youshouldiryandkeepyourheapabove
acertainievel.dependingonthetypeofNewtonyouown.
MP120:40-50k
MP130:120-150k
MP2000:95-115k
eMate:95-115k
Asapplicationsarerun, theytendtouseacertainamountofheap. Youwillsee
youravaiable heapdropatteranapplicationisopened,andprobablyalitiemore
whenitisclosed. Thisheapisnotpermanentlylost, andmastafitismarkedas
unused, butwilnatgetaddedbackiothemainheapuntiyouperformaGarbage
Colection. Tappingany dearspaceonthebackdropscreenwilrunaGarbage
Colection. Garbage Colectionsare bestperformedbeforeopeninglarge packages,
toinsurethatasmuchheapaspossibleisavailable. ToperformaGarbage Collec-
tion, justiaponanyblankspaceonthebackdrop.
4.4 Date and Time
Thisrunsbythe Message Pad'sintermal dock. Tappingitopensastandardwin-
dowwherebothdateandtimecanbeset
4.5 Logo Artwork
BackdropPlusincludesfourgraphics, orthisspotcan beleftblank. Youcanset
yourchoiceofgraphicsusing Prefsunderthe E]button.Todomis,pIeasesee
section4.14.3. ltisalsopossible toinclude yourownartwork, oracomparnylogo.
Tocustomizeyourversion, please contact Stand Alone.
4.6 Volume Control

Taptoadustthesoundvolume.
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4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

411

412

4.3.13

Save Destination

WhentheiconisaNewton, allitemsyousave (likenotes, dates, names, efc.) are
savediointeralmemory. Taptheicontoautomatically saveinformationonioa
card. Whenitsavestoacardsiot, thegraphicisaNewtonwithacard showing.

Quick Note

Thisisafastwaytoenterinfotothe NotePad. Asmalleditwindowletsyoutype
orwriteininfo,andwhenyoudoseit, theinformationisautomatically converted
intbastandardnote. Using Prefs, youcansetwhatkind ofnote popsupwhen
using QuickNote. Ifyoutapandhold onthisbutton, alistpopsupwhereyoucan
setthetypeofnote.

Open NotePad

TapthisicontoopentheNotePad. Tappingandholdingtheicon popsupalistof
thefoldersinthe Extrasdrawver.

Rotate Screen

Taptorotatethedisplay betweenPortraitand Landscape. Tapandholdthisiconto
causethesystemtoreboot

Extras Drawer Folders

TappingonthisbringsupalistofthefoldersinyourExtras Drawer. Taponetogo
directlytotheiconsinthatfolder. Tapandholdtoputthe Message Padtosleep.

Apps button

Displaysa popupmenuofallappsindudedinthelist. Youcanlaunchapplica-
tionsdirectlyfromthislist Toaddorremoveappsfromthelist, pleasereferto
section3.145.

Application Icons (The Dock)
Tapontheseiconstolaunchapplications. Toremoveiconsiromthe dock tapand

holdonaniconandadialogboxwilopenandaskyoutoconfirmremoval. For
moreinformationon adding orremovingicons, pleaseseesection3.14.5.
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3.14 Info Button

Thelnfobutton givesyouaccesstoanumberofimportantfeaturesofthepro-

gam
About
Help
Prefs
Personal Info
Edit App List
Beam Backdrop Plus
Remove

4141 About
Tellsyouabitaboutthe programandletsyouknowhowtocontactus.

4142 Heb
ThisincdudesafullorHinemanualforBack DropPlus.

4143 Prefs
ThePrefsmenuhasanumberofchoicestohelpyoucustomize Backdrop Plusto
youmeeds.

L™
.Setfont. Prefs
nmh Date and Timne Font
daeandime

#Font System #Face Plain #5ize 9 pt
T Close Extras Drawer when OpEning apps
i1 Show Silk Screen Floater in Landscape

/ -
Preferences ‘f Show Sound Yolurme

i1 Show Silk Screen toggle button
W Show Backlight Toggle

SetGraphic  —_
& Graphic Blank

SetQuickNoe #Default Quick Note Mote

Detat &

Atthetopafthewindow, youcansetthefont, face, andsize usingthe avaiable
pickers. Belowthe pickersareanumberof preferencesfor BackdropPlus. Ifthe
boxesarechecked, thentheoptionistumedon. Totumthemaff, justuncheckthe
box.
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CloseExtras Drawerwhenopeningapps
Thistelsthe Newton OStoautomatically shuttheextras dravweronceanewappis
Bunched

ShowSilk ScreenHoaterinLandscape
Youcanopenupafioatingwindowofthesikscreenbuttonswhenthe Newtonis
settolandscape view. ThisonlyworksonMP 120sandMP 130's.

ShowSoundVoume
Thiswill putanicononthe deskiopthatallowsyoutoadjustthe soundlevels.

ShowSilk Screentoggle button
Hereyoucanplaceatoggie buttononthe desktopthatopensupafioatingwidow
withthesik screenbuttons. Thisfeature onlyworksonthe MP 120'sand MP
130s.

ShowBackightToggle
Thisplacesanicononthe screenthatletsyoutumthe backlighting offandon.

3144 Personalinfo

Usethismenutochangeyourpersonalinformation. Anychangesyoumakehere
willbedisplayedinthe Owner Infospace onthebackdrop.

3145 EditApps
Thisscreenisusedtosetorchangetheprogramsthatareaccessedthroughthe
AppsBution, orthe Dock.

Access
Access thauh
hauch oS
Axs
Bution
Checkio )
o MEsist
a0ess Y Calculator
Tcalls
i Card
1 ChatBuddy
Y Clock
1 Drates
1 Dk Remowveal
Remdl -} EnRoute Rule Editor applcationsiom
applcations 1 Exctras il
ﬁu‘nm ............................. mj(dq)
Buiion List ][ Clear Dock ]/ @
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3146

3147

The EditApps menugivesyoualistofal ofthe programsinthe Newton's
memory.Nexttoeachprogramaretwoboxes. Thefirstlist ‘inlist’setswhich
programsareincludedinBackadropPlus Appshution. Thesecondlist, indock”
determineswhichiconsare placedonthe backdrop. Inbothcases, ifthe boxis
checked, thenthe programwilbeincluded. lithe boxisnatchecked, thanthe
programwilnotbeincluded. The buttonsatthebattomofthe screenremoveal
applicationsfromeitherthe AppsButtonordearsalltheiconsfromthe Dock. An
altematewayofremoving theiconsfromthe Dockistotapandholdonthem. You
wilthenbegiventhe optiontodeletetheicon.

BeamBackdropPlus
Thischoicegivesyouadquickwaytobeam Backadrop Plustoancther Newton.

Remoe
Selectingthiswill erase Backdrop PlusfromyourMessagePad. Make surethatyou
reallywanttodothis, because oncechasenitcannotbeundone.
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